
Results of CAUMC Survey, Spring 2019 
from the Ad Hoc Committee 

 

Thanks to all respondents 
Thanks to everyone who responded to the church-wide survey which was distributed to gauge the 
church's position on the issues regarding human sexuality that were the subject of the recent special 
session of the United Methodist Church's General Conference. We appreciate everyone's thoughtful 
response. 
 
The committee feels it was a very representative survey of our church body, with a 76% response rate 
and distribution across demographic lines that reflects the membership of the church. Along with 
answers to the survey’s questions, many members added thoughtful, heartfelt comments on the 
subject that display the depth of the beliefs that many in our church family feel on this subject. These 
comments will help guide the discussions as we move forward. 
 
What’s Next? 
The goal of this survey was to gain an understanding of where CAUMC stands on these questions 
facing the United Methodist Church. The results are clear, as 80% of College Avenue UMC is in 
opposition to the stance that has been taken by the UMC, and instead stands strong in support of 
inclusion.  
 
The ad hoc committee will use this guidance as we develop a statement that exhibits this 
commitment to inclusion that reflects our church’s guiding values. It is clear that we have a diverse 
set of views at College Avenue, and we intend that this statement will also show the respect we have 
as a church family for all members of this congregation. There will be an opportunity to provide 
feedback throughout the process of developing this statement.  
 
The secondary goal of this survey was to provide support to our church leadership as they engage in 
discussions with other churches in our conference which are examining the options available to 
United Methodist churches which stand in opposition to the actions taken at general conference. 
 

  



Summary of Survey Results 
 
1. We affirm God’s grace is available to all, without exception, and we seek to live together in 

Christian community. 
Strongly Agree & Agree  98% 
Strongly Disagree & Disagree   2% 
 

2. I support ordination of pastors regardless of their sexual orientation. 
Strongly Support & Support  86% 
Strongly Oppose & Oppose   9% 
 

3. I support conducting same-sex marriage ceremonies in United Methodist churches. 
Strongly Support & Support  80% 
Strongly Oppose & Oppose   10% 
 

4. I support conducting same-sex marriage ceremonies at College Avenue United Methodist Church. 
Strongly Support & Support  80% 
Strongly Oppose & Oppose   11% 
 

5. The United Methodist Book of Discipline, in 304.3, states: “The practice of homosexuality is 
incompatible with Christian teaching.” Do you agree with this statement? 

Strongly Agree & Agree  16% 
Strongly Disagree & Disagree   78% 
 

6. How important is the United Methodist Church’s position on homosexuality to you? 
Extremely Important & Important 90% 
Not Important       10% 

 
 

Demographics of respondents: 
Age 11-19 11% 
Age 20-29 5% 
Age 30-44 20% 
Age 45-59 11% 
Age 60-74 26% 
Age 75+ 28% 
 

Membership status of respondents: 
Member   87% 
Participating Non-Member  12% 
 
Survey Responses 
173 total responses 
150 online responses 
23 paper responses 
  



 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 


